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Ties is a history that begins with the union of Doll and Shoe Boots. It ends at an appropriate stopping point, the struggle of Haskell Shoeboots, one of the Shoeboots'
descendants. Yet Ties can be read non-linearly as well. This is because Miles separates her chapters by theme: Chapter 1: Captivity; 2: Slavery; 3: Motherhood; 4: Property; 5: Christianity; 6: Nationhood; 7: Gold Rush; 8: Removal; 9: Capture; 10: Freedom; 11: to show that a family history must be understood in the context of external power structures that affected personal relationships. In the early chapters of Ties, Miles references Beloved often to highlight important points. One of these points is that Doll's acts of reproduction were both a rebellion against the system of slavery and an acquiescence to it.
Ties is a useful book because it shows there are two ways to examine families: from the inside and from the outside. In addition, Ties highlights the importance of the family history as a case study. This work shows that family histories reveal a great deal about how an individual person such as Doll Shoeboots lived her life, and why. Ties further explains how larger organizations, such as the Cherokee Nation, changed their attitude about individuals, and why.
Miles' approach, however, may be limited to family histories where there are many documents related to family members. Many family histories seem to stop because documents have been destroyed or lost. The phenomenon of fading from the record books even hit the Shoeboots family. Shoe Boots was a minor celebrity in Cherokee territory when he was alive.
His fame did not extend indefinitely on to his children. Miles writes on page 191, "Lewis, Students and professionals will find Ties a book that will help them find many avenues for future research. Miles says that this was one of her intentions in writing the book: "It is my hope that, along with other recent contributions to the study of African American and Native American conjoined histories, this book crosses traditional boundaries of subject matter and perspective to contribute fresh and useful findings to our national conversation about race" (p. 8).
